Thyroid, hemostasis and thrombosis.
The aim of this paper is to briefly review some practical aspects of the relationship between thyroid function and several disorders of the hemostatic system in terms of bleeding and thrombosis. Thrombocytopenia, acquired hemophilia, hypercoagulability, cardioembolism and other biochemical coagulative and fibrinolytic abnormalities have been described in the past years both in hyper- and hypothyroidism. Since most of hyper- and hypothyroid conditions are the consequence of autoimmune thyroid disease (1), either deranged immune function, altered circulating thyroid hormone concentration, or both may concur in the pathogenesis of hemostatic disorders of potential crucial clinical impact. These aspects will be outlined and discussed in an attempt to give answers to some questions, often arising in the clinical approach.